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BOOK EEYIEWS. 



The Virginia Magazine of History and Biography. October number, 
1900. W. a. Stanard, Editor. 
This issue is one of the very best. 

Lower Norfolk County Antiquity. Edited by Edward Wilson James. 
Vol. III., Part 3. Contents: Introduction; Marriage Performed by 
Eev. David Walters; Copy of the Charter of Norfolk Borough; Ab- 
stracts from County Marriage Bonds; Land and Slave Owners 
Princess Anne County, 1775; Oldest Masonic Lodge; The Church in 
Lower Norfolk County; Renouncing the Catholic Doctrine; Ab- 
stracts from Norfolk Marriage Bonds, 1801; Store Bill, 1769; Mar- 
riages Performed by Eev. George Norris. 

The Columbian and Venezuelan Republics : With Notes on Other 
Parts of Central and South America. By William L. Scruggs, late 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United 
States to Columbia and to Venezuela. Boston : Little, Brown & Com- 
pany. 1900. 

This work is full of information and is well worth a careful reading. 
Mr. Scruggs has mingled in the work his own personal experiences in 
South America, with reflections upon the political conditions of Colum- 
bia and Venezuela, and interesting descriptions of the cities and scenery 
of those interesting countries. He has chapters upon the Monroe doc- 
trine as applied to Venezuela by Mr. Cleveland, upon the Nicaragua 
canal, upon the races inhabiting South America, upon the harbors and 
roadsteads of Venezuela, upon cotton planting, gold mines and many 
other things. 

American Historic Towns: Historic Towns of the Southern States. 

Edited by Lyman P. Powell. Illustrated. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New 

York and London. 

This is the last of a triad of volumes dealing with the older towns of 
the United States along or near the Eastern Coast. Like the preceding 
volumes treating of the towns in New England and the Middle States, 
this volume has a patriotic and educational value. The editor's father, 
dead almost a quarter of a century, lived in a little border town where 
in war times love and hate alike were hot. An avowed and fearless 
Unionist, he was also a true and faithful pacificator. In planning and 
shaping this volume on the Southern towns the editor of the work hopes 
that he is proving himself worthy of an honored father whom he would 
connect in this way with the work and with the series. The present 



